
 

 

 

 

 Dr Simon Childerhouse 
 Senior Marine Scientist 

Key Skills and Experience 

 Project management 

 International 
representation 

 Marine mammal biologist 

 Lecturer 

 Qualified vessel Master 

 Satellite and D-tagging 

 Genetic sampling 

 Photo identification 

Years of Experience 

 25 years 

Academic Qualifications 

 PhD (2008) in Marine 
Science, University of 
Otago, NZ. Thesis 
Conservation biology of 
New Zealand sea lions 

 Diploma of Wildlife 
Management (1993), 
University of Otago, NZ. 

 BSc (Marine Biology and 
Zoology), 1991, University 
of Auckland, NZ 

Certification and Licenses 

 Coxswain 1998 

 Project Management 2004 

 Remote Area First Aid 2009 

 Marine Radio certificate 
1998 

 Firearms license 2004 

 Marine mammal biopsy 
certification 2001 

 Leadership Foundation 
course 2005 

 AAD Medical, all current 

 

Dr Simon Childerhouse has worked as a marine mammal biologist for 25 years 
in Australia, Antarctica, New Zealand, USA, Canada and the South Pacific. His 
work includes pure and applied marine research, project managing large scale, 
international research projects, publication across broad range of marine 
research, lecturing and teaching at various Universities, representation of both 
Australian and New Zealand Governments at international meetings, 
development of national and international policy and strategic documents, and 
delivering applied and practical solutions to challenging marine conservation 
and resource-utilisation issues 

Simon worked for the New Zealand Government Department of Conservation 
as Senior Marine Mammal Researcher for 11 years and most recently at the 
Australian Marine Mammal Centre (AMMC) for the Australian Government as 
Research Partnerships Coordinator for 4 years. During his tenure, he has 
represented both countries at the International Whaling Commission, including 
as head of the New Zealand delegation for 8 years (IWC), and three years as 
Chair of the Southern Ocean Whales sub-committee of the IWC. He has also 
been the Acting Leader of the AMMC for periods of up to five weeks. 

Simon has been involved and led many marine mammal surveys (including both 
vessel and aerial line transect, land based, acoustic and mark-capture surveys) 
for many different species. He brings a wealth of experience in the design, 
delivery, interpretation and reporting of surveys across the Australia, New 
Zealand, South Pacific and North America. He is also very experienced in 
project management including leading projects or evaluation panels for 
projects of up to AUD$3.5m in total funds. 

He has been involved in fisheries interactions issues for many years in New 
Zealand and Australia. His PhD was on the Conservation Biology of NZ sea lions 
and involved the assessment of bycatch and the effectiveness of Sea Lion 
Exclusion Devices on trawlers. He was Assistant Manager of the NZ 
Conservation Services Programme for 18 months, focusing on the impact of 
commercial fishing on protected species in New Zealand fisheries waters. He 
also has at sea-experience working as a Fisheries Scientific Observer providing 
an excellent background in understanding of the nature and operation of the 
commercial trawl fishery (including >20 weeks working on trawlers). 

Simon has more than 40 research papers and three book chapters published in 
the scientific literature including papers on New Zealand sea lions, sperm 
whales, humpback whales, southern right whales, blue whales, Hector’s 
dolphins, Maui’s dolphins, and bottlenose dolphins. In additional he also has 
more than 60 unpublished research reports. 

 


