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 Key Skills 

 Strategic policy advice for sustainable fishery 
management & marine mammal conservation 

 Development & management of large, complex & 
logistically challenging research projects in 
Australia, Fiji & the sub-Antarctic 

 Multi stakeholder relationship development & 
engagement across research, fisheries & 
government, spanning diverse cultural contexts 

 Facilitation of autonomy & ownership of skills, 
processes & solutions through training & advice 

 High quality report writing for Government, IGOs 
and eNGOs, & journal article writing for publication 
in high impact journals 

 Representation & presentation at national & 
international conferences & workshops 

 Development of solutions for marine mammal by-
catch and depredation mitigation strategies for 
fisheries, such as codes of practice, gear 
modifications and time-area closure networks 

 Development and managing observer programs to 
characterise problems and monitor efficacy of 
solutions 

 Satellite tracking & monitoring of marine mammal 
populations to determine status, foraging ecology & 
diet 

 Spatial analysis of commercial fishing & marine 
mammal foraging effort to determine overlap 

 Population viability analysis to determine extent of 
risk & impact 

 Diverse practical skills in engineering, design & 
construction involving plastics, timber & metals 

Academic Qualifications 

 2012: PhD. University of Adelaide, South Australia. 
Thesis title: Operational interactions between 
marine mammals & commercial fisheries: 
characterisation & options for mitigation 

 2004: Honours (1st class). Latrobe University, 
Victoria 

 2002: BSc (Marine, freshwater & Antarctic Science). 
University of Tasmania 

Certification and Licenses 

 2013 Remote 1st Aid 

 2009 Project Management  

 2003 Master 5 (trading) 

 2002 Firearms licence 

 2001 Private pilot licence 

 

Derek grew up in a remote island fishing community in Bass Strait, southern 
Australia, during the 1970-80s, seeing firsthand the challenges facing the resident 
rock lobster fishery. These included harsh and often dangerous weather conditions 
and depressed prices, along with depredation by and by-catch of fur seals. During 
the 1990s, Derek established a working animal rehabilitation facility in northern 
India, with a view to up-skilling community participants and implementing a 
stepwise process towards autonomy. During the same period and while periodically 
home in Australia, he managed an oyster farm, and built and sold trailers 
commercially. Since then, Derek has accrued 15 years experience working on the 
management of marine mammal conservation and interactions with commercial 
fisheries in Australia, the sub-Antarctic, Samoa and Fiji on large and complex 
projects in remote and challenging settings that have produced meaningful 
outcomes. This experience has equipped Derek in providing practical solutions for 
fisheries and high level management and policy advice to governments and inter-
governmental (IGO) organisations, fisheries associations and fishers. 

An ability to be inclusive, flexible and approachable in a multi-stakeholder context 
complements Derek’s ability to apply broad and practical first-hand experience. His 
skill in prioritising and delegating where appropriate is based on a solid foundation 
of attention to detail through sound project management, demonstrated in both the 
private and government sectors through tangible outcomes, which in a number of 
situations have resulted in fishery management and policy change and 
improvement. These skills underpin a body of work that have brought about 
necessary improvement and change in Australian fishery management and 
Australian and pacific fishing practices. 

His PhD research focused specifically on characterising the impacts of marine 
mammal by-catch and depredation in three major commercial fisheries in Australia 
and one in Fiji, developing and assessing codes of practice, fishing gear 
augmentation and spatial overlap. These activities were made possible through 
funding commitments in excess of AU$2.3 million. Many recommendations made 
have been implemented through fishery regulation, licence conditions and voluntary 
change to practices. 

While working at the Australian Antarctic Division during 2009-2014, Derek focused 
on developing productive working relationships in other Australian and Fijian 
fisheries to develop strategies for mitigating operational interactions with toothed 
whales in pelagic longline fisheries. These activities involved regular liaison with a 
diverse range of personnel, from fishers to fishery directors, and involved a budget 
of AU$1.1 million over 4 years. 

He also worked extensively as an internal adviser to the Sustainable Fisheries 
Section of the Australian Government on mitigating the impacts of a demersal gill-
net fishery on the Australian sea lion. He has presented and provided advice to the 
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission Working Party on Ecosystems and Bycatch (IOTC 
WPEB) and the Western Central Pacific Tuna Commission (WCPFC) on matters 
relating to toothed whale depredation and by-catch. He is a founding member of the 
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) Marine Mammal Working 
Group and has worked with the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA; through the DevFish 
Project), the Alaskan Longline Fishermen’s Association (ALFA) and World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) on related projects in the western central Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. 

Derek has continued to work on related practical and management projects in 
fisheries since becoming a consultant in mid-2014 and has been an invited expert 
and contributor at numerous meetings, workshops and conferences on related 
matters in the US, UK, Micronesia, Samoa, Fiji, South Africa, New Zealand and 
Australia. He has published 16 journal articles (11 first author) and over 20 major 
reports associated with characterising operational interactions, developing and 
assessing mitigation strategies, and recommending practical, realistic and 
appropriate solutions. 

 


